
Authorship

“The names that appear at the beginning of a paper 
serve one important purpose. They let others 
know who conducted the research and should 
get credit for it. Likewise, the credit derived from 
publications is used to determine a researcher’s 
worth.”

Office of Research Integrity
Introduction to Responsible Conduct of Research



who thought of it? 

Who thought of it first? 

who did the work? 

Who should get the credit?

Who is responsible? And for 
what?



Copyright restrictions may apply.

Wilcox, L. J. JAMA 1998;280:216-217.



(1) "I was promised first authorship when I 
completed a project. When the work was 
done, and without informing me, the 
principal investigator added the work of 
someone else who was made first 
author." 

(2) "A fellow is demanding first author 
position but the contribution was 
primarily in implementing the experiments, 
not in creating the design or writing." and

(3) "After I left my lab, I got no credit for 
the projects and articles that used my 
work." 



Authorship Issues

 Whose names should appear?
 In what order?
 What criteria, if any, are sufficient

(i.e., in the absence of any other 
contributions) to justify being an 
author? 

 What criteria, if any, are absolutely 
essential to be an author?

 Who decides? How are disputes 
resolved?



nearly all aspects of authorship 
and publication are covered 

only by guidelines and 
unspoken custom. 



AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES: 
ICMJE

Vancouver Group, 1978

Commonly accepted guidelines for 
manuscripts submitted for publication

Now subscribed to by over 500 journals

Guidelines on many aspects of 
publication, including Authorship: 
http://icmje.org



AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES: 
ICMJE - Basics

All persons designated as authors should 
qualify for authorship; All those who 
qualify should be listed

Each author should have participated 
sufficiently in the work to take public 
responsibility for appropriate portions of 
the content 

One or more authors should take 
responsibility for the integrity of the work 
as a whole, from inception to published 
article.



Authorship credit based only on:

 substantial contributions to 
conception and design, or 
acquisition of data, or analysis 
and interpretation of data

 drafting the article or revising it 
critically for important 
intellectual content; and

 final approval of the version to 
be published

ICMJE AUTHORSHIP 
GUIDELINES: Necessary



 21% of authors of basic science 
papers 

 30% of authors of clinical studies:

 no involvement in the conception 
or design of a project, the design 
of the study, the analysis and 
interpretation of data, or the 
writing or revisions.



The following are generally insufficient 
grounds by themselves for authorship:

Acquisition of funding

Collection of data

General supervision of the 
research group

ICMJE  AUTHORSHIP 
GUIDELINES: Insufficient



Order of authors

WHILE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A 
PARTICULAR ORDER MAY BE 

UNDERSTOOD IN A GIVEN 
SETTING, ORDER OF 

AUTHORSHIP HAS NO 
GENERALLY AGREED UPON 

MEANING



The ICMJE Requirements state:

“The order of authorship on the 
byline should be a joint decision of 
the co-authors. Authors should be 

prepared to explain the order in 
which authors are listed.”



Authorship Task Force:

“To help restore a sense of proportion 
and confidence in the validity of 
biomedical publication, this conference 
proposes a new step in the evolution of 
the concept of authorship. We propose 
to publish the contributions of the 
individuals associated with a manuscript.” 
(Friedman, 2000)

AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES:
Contributorship Model





Example of Authorship:

Pietro Scillia, Sophia Abdel Kafi, 
Christian Mélot, Caroline Keyzer, 
Robert Naeije, and Pierre Alain 
Gevenois (2001): Oleic Acid-induced 
Lung Injury: Thin-Section CT 
Evaluation in Dogs. Radiology 
219:724-731.



Author contributions: study concepts, 
P.S., P.A.G.; study design, S.A.K., P.S.; 
literature research, P.S.; experimental 
studies, P.S., S.A.K., C.M., C.K., P.A.G.; data 
acquisition, P.S., S.A.K., C.M., C.K., P.A.G.; 
data analysis/interpretation, P.S., S.A.K., 
R.N., P.A.G.; statistical analysis, P.S., C.M.; 
manuscript preparation, P.S.; manuscript 
editing, P.S.; manuscript revision/review, 
R.N., P.A.G.; manuscript final version 
approval, all authors.

An Example of 
Contributorship



Contributors:
L. A. Siminoff’s contributions included 
obtaining funding for the study, 
collecting data, writing the article, 
and data interpretation and analysis. 
L. R. M. Hausmann’s contributions 
included writing the article and data 
interpretation and analysis. 
S. Ibrahim’s contributions included 
writing the article and data 
interpretation.



Contributors who don’t 
qualify as authors

NIH Intramural Guidelines:
 "Individuals who do not meet these 

criteria but who have assisted the 
research by their encouragement and 
advice or by providing space, financial 
support, reagents, occasional analyses 
or patient material should be 
acknowledged in the text but not be 
authors.”

Acknowledgement
Citation
Personal communication



AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES:
some Minimal standards?

 1. Each author is responsible for at least some of 
the  content of the manuscript
 including a review of the raw data

 2. All authors must have
 read and agreed to the final manuscript before 

publication
 agreed to be named as an author

 3. Everyone who meets the criteria for authorship 
should be included as an author

 4. All authors must have made a substantial and new 
contribution

 5. Contributors who do not qualify for authorship 
should be acknowledged



In conclusion –
AUTHORSHIP

 Authorship and credit highly valued

 Definitions of authorship not universally 
accepted

 Authorship is one of most frequent 
sources for disputes

 To decrease risk of problems:
 Discuss plans and criteria for 

authorship during start of 
collaboration

 Continue to discuss as the research 
project evolves



Assume that you begin work now in an area of research that is of 
particular interest to you.  Two years later, because of your 
prominent role in this project, the head of your research group 
asks you to draft a manuscript.  You write the manuscript with 
yourself as first author, and the head of the research group as the 
second and last author.  After she reads your draft, she makes 
many useful editorial changes to the manuscript, but also adds 
the names of four other members of the research group to the 
list of authors.  Based on your understanding of authorship, you 
had listed these people in the acknowledgements section, but 
the head of your group argues that these people deserve credit 
as authors for their role as part of a team that works together 
with frequent research group meetings. 

Contributed by Michael Kalichman Ph.D., 2008
Used with permission
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