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contact Amy Walling at Amy@sdfoundation.org or 619-235-2300. 

One Science and Technology Grant, Many Results  

Grant dollars provided through The San Diego Foundation always create positive 
impact for San Diego, though sometimes they come in new and unexpected 
ways. An exemplary case is the $55,000 Blasker award granted to Sujan Shresta, 
Ph.D. through The Foundation’s Science and Technology Working Group last 
year. It helped fund the research of Dr. Shresta, Ph.D., of the La Jolla Institute for 
Allergy and Immunology. The award supported Dr. Shresta in her work that could 
lead to a first-ever vaccine for dengue virus. Dengue fever, a dangerous disease 
affecting millions worldwide, is an imminent public health threat in the San Diego 
region. 

In addition to funding critical research, the grant contributed to Dr. Shresta’s 
productivity as a young investigator, which helped her receive a larger, multi-year 
grant from the National Institutes of Health to continue her research. Furthermore, 
two UCSD graduate students working with Dr. Shresta were able to sharpen their 

critical thinking skills, solidify their interest in combining infectious disease research with patient care and 
co-author a recently published paper. Dr. Shresta’s story successfully fulfills a number of goals of the 
Blasker award, including encouraging emerging scientists to work on cutting edge research, creating local 
impact with worldwide relevance for an important problem, publication in internationally recognized peer-
reviewed journals, and leveraging additional research funding.  

  

Celebrating Our Scholarship Program 

A special series of Scholarship Celebration Luncheons in July 
connected students who received financial assistance through this 
year’s Scholarship Program with the donors who contributed to it. 
The celebration marked a critical year for the Scholarship Program, 
which, despite an economic recession, was able to grant $2.72 
million in scholarships to over 600 recipients. This year, The 
Foundation received nearly 1,600 applications, a 25% increase from 
last year, illustrating the impact of the recession and cuts to 
education. The Foundation is already preparing for next year’s 
campaign in order to ensure as many students as possible are able 
to access higher learning. To donate, or for more information, contact 
Arzo Mansury at Arzo@sdfoundation.org or 619-235-2300. 

  

Big News from Our Environment Program 

It has been a busy few months for the staff, Working Group and partners of the Environment Program. 
Recently, we received the exciting news that Qualcomm, a long-time supporter of Foundation initiatives, 
has decided to partner with The Foundation once again by providing a $100,000 grant to the program’s 
Climate Initiative. Funding will be used to assist local governments in developing policies and programs 

that reduce our region’s carbon footprint and minimize 
local risks from climate change.  

As part of its Climate Initiative, The Foundation recently 
awarded a $125,000 grant to ICLEI (International 
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives) to work with 
local governments in their efforts to quantify greenhouse 

gas emissions, and drive regional activity to reduce emissions and enhance resiliency to climate change. 
ICLEI is now working to develop local inventories of greenhouse gas emissions with San Diego County as 
well as several cities, including Carlsbad, Chula Vista, Encinitas, Imperial Beach, La Mesa, National City, 
San Diego, San Marcos, Solana Beach, and Vista. Inventories should be finished by the end of 
September. 

  


